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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMAT:ON

Prior %o the Communist tokeover in Hungary, medical research was sub-
sidized by & number of different private agencies. Although some of
the funds supplied by these agencies originated with the Hungarien
goverm.cnt, nevertheless, their actual administration was handled by
the nr:vate agencies which distributed them. Perhsps the best known
of thes .gencies was the Prince Eszterhazy Foundation. There were
also banks and various individuals who contributed funds for research
through various private agencies as is at present the case in the US.
There was also a Hungarian nrganization similar to the US National
Research Council and another council which controlled the granting of
foreign research fellowships. All of these research organizations
became centralized in 1948 or 1949 and at present Z-l953_7 the only
agency having charge of research is the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
vhich is of course completely politically dominated and is essentially

a government agency. Its president is Istvan Rusznyak
who is also a member of the Hungarian Supreme Soviet. =

are Tibor Erdey-Gruz who is Minister of Education and Pal Gembas ~.) is

2rofessor of Theoretical Physics at the Polytechnical Institute in
Budapest.
includes the appointment of people to various positions, the financial

The control of this one agency over research is absolute and

support of rescarch programs and even decisions as to the nature of the

research projects to be undertaken. Hardly any researchers are given
authority as far as individual initiative is concerned except some of
the older well-established men who continue running their own affairs
to 8 limited extent.

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences has a very mixed memberghip. Some of
the older members who joined either because of pressure or for opportunistic
reagons are very good nrofessionally since they received thelr trainiug

under the old system. Nineﬁ} per cent of the members, hovever, have been

relatively newly elected and of this group| A |only about
one half are good scientists. The rest are purely political.
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3. The present [ 1953__7 tendency of Hungarlan research, as might be expected,
is to imitate Soviet sclentific theory to as great an extent as possible
including complete scceptance of its dogues, e.g. Michurin and Lyssenko in b
blology and Pavlov's “"neurism” in physiology and medicine. Hungarian
scientists of prominence and integrity have beern forced publicly to suppurt
these theories. Xn the clinical research fields, professors and lecturers

]
!
i
i

have been brought from the UBSR for indoctrination purposes.
50X1-HUM
)+t
most Hungariasn
research work on clirvical subjects and some on the theoretical subjects
has been influenced by German science. There mre, of course, exceptions
to this. Research in physiology and biochemistry, for example, followed
British patterns rather closely and in the fields of neurology end neuro-
surgery, US influence was most pronounced.
5. In post World War II FHungarian medical research, the emphasis is on
practical results and tremendous efforts have been mede to forge ahead in
fields in which Hungarien medicine has lagged behind. | |
| 50X1-HUM
the following fields are receiving special emphaeis:
a. The problems and production of antibiotics.
b. Blood substitutes and a coordinated regional blocd bank
program. 50X1-HUM
. {
c. Work under Mihaly Gerendas on blood coagulating agents.
| d. Development of various drugs used in the treatment of
TB which is, of course, Hungary's No 1 killer. Some
streptomycin is being used in this treatment but[ | . 50X1-HUM
[ Jit is imported. Drugz which have beén developed 50X1-HUM
and are being produced in Hungary for this treatment ’
include rimifon {sp) which is similar to the US hydrazid
and PAS (para-amino-salycilic acid) plus others.
e. Work by Bruno Straub and associates on muscular physiology.
6. Prior to the Communist takeover Hungarian hospitals as e rulé were under
the oversalli supervision of the Ministry of Internal Afiairs and the
university clinics gnd medical schools were under the Ministry of BEducation.
In 1946 the Ministry of Public Welfare took over the department of hospitals
from the Inner Affairs Ministry but the medical schools still continued
under the Ministry <7 Educat 13 $ been another change within the
last six monthe_or so both hospitals and medical schools 50X1-HUM
are now [ 1953_/ under one single ministry.
T. The leading institutions where medical research is carried en in Hangery
today /1953_/ are the followings
a. Medical faculty of the University of Budapest (Orvosi
Fakoltes, EBtv8s Lorand Tudowanyegyetem). Research
here is centered in the theoretical and clinicel research
departments. In general these are rairly well equipped )
except that following World War IX thf Scviets removed
a great deal of scientific eguipment _
8ll of this has not been replaced. The university 5%92(,1, I,-Iul,J‘,M
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. rmmed_mlmxle_dme during World War II, .
| _ | 50X1-HUM
‘ \ research

is located at various hospital clinies throughout

the city. Conditions described here fer the University
of Budapest ¢~ ~"-> in gemeral true for the other
three Hungsts. wedical schools, i,e. Pecs, Bteged and
Debrecen.

b. HNational Institute of Public Health (Orszagos
- Ebzegeszseglgyl Intezet), Gyali ut t, Budapest.
This splendidly equipped institution was set up by
the Rockefeller Foundation in the 1930's and combines
research facilities for public health, bacterlology
and virus research with a very goocd school for public
health nurses. It wes slightly damaged during World

War .
8 , ‘ 50X1-HUM
c. Gentral Research Institute (KBzponty Kutato Intezet),
01181 ut 90-9€ (2), Dudapest | was 50X1-HUM
established in Budapest in 1950 for the sole purpose of
centralizing university and other research, [ |
[ it 18 well equipped. P S0X1-HUM
: 50X1-HUM
d. "Phylaxia", Budapest. This drug firm has large research
. facilities and is the chief source of Hungarian research

. in tmmunology and antibloties.’ it has
recently beéa enlarged. 50X1-HUM

e. State Biologlcal Recearch Institute (Allami Biclogini Kutato
! . Intezet) Tihanity (Lake Balaton). At this place basic .
scientific problems are investigated. Work of this kind
1s being done in %he fields of physiology, genetics,.end
soil bacteria. The institute was not dameged in World
War II and 15 very well eguipped, -

8. In general Hungarian: research facilities are adequately equipped for thelr
present research programs except in those fields in vhich Hungarian science
has lagged behind. - Particularly bad in this respect is research on biophysiecs
since meither radic-isotopes or any equipment is available. As far as other

. fields are concerped very complicated instruments and very simple instru-
ments. are- available in sufficient quantity to meet present needs. The
reaben for this is that the very simple instruments are being predusced iu . .

‘v and money has been made available for purchase abroasd, especially
in of thie very coaplicated instruments such as
slestron-microscopes. There has, however, been a definite shortage of 50X1-HUM
standard but more complicated aquipment, if this distinction can be drawn.
Such egquipment was formerly imwported from Germany where, of course, the
quality was best and ths price lowest. At least until recently, no German
imports in quantity have leen possible. Those fov Hungatrian:prbduction
facilities equipped %o manufacture this eyuipment such as the Gemmm Factory
were socialized and as a rosult the quality and quantity of their production
were vastly reduced. This shortage includes thsa’ following:. ) ‘

a. licuecopbs and most opttoa.‘l:.i".rihl
b. Cameres; photo appliances and x-rey film
c. Mlorotemss ' T

d. Scie analykiesl glassvare

‘nothipg vﬁrthwhﬂe in the sciesntific apparatus -
linc has beon sent from the USSR, ) 50X1-HUM
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9. BSpecific scientific apparatus aveilable in Hungarian research laboratories
include the following:

a. Electron-microscope. There are at least two of these
at the University of Budapest which were imported,
and one at the Central

Research Institute.

b. Tiselius electrophoretic apparatus. There is at least
one at the Central Research Institute and another at
Bruno Straub's laboratory. There are probably others.

¢. Ultracentrifuge. | |

[ ]There were none as of 1947.

d. Warburg Manometer. These are stendard equipment in all
institutes of physics and chemistry. There are,

seven or eight available at the medical
school at the University of Budepest alone.

e. Freeze drying equipment.[  [this is available
at the Central Research Institute,

. Phase microscope.[ | this instrument is available
at the Institute of Pathology and Anstomy st the University
of Budapest and perhaps elsevhere.

Of the above instruments only Warburg mancmeters are produced in Hungary.
The rest have been imported,uwntil 1945 from Gesmany|

| |

10. Hungerisn medical research laboratories are probably fairly well stocked
with chewicals except in some fields. There is, for example, probably now
[ 1953__7 & shortage of certain aniline. dyes vhich were formerly imported
from Germany. Although most laboratories had large stcckpiles of these
dyesy. =~ |a shortage is now developing. 'Routine glassware is pro-
bably in adequate suppiy but the more intricate kind is probably not
generally available, There i3 a definite shortage of x~-ray
film throughout the country. | |

| | Standard medical
instruments are probably available in adequate amounts but, as is the
case with laborstory instruments, there is probably a definite shortage
of the mbre intricate medical instruments especially those involving
optical systems such-as cystoscopes.

1l. Since the entire Bungarisn Hospital and out-patient system has been
sobialized, from the practical point of view every hospital patient or
outspatient 1s available for research whether he oxr she wishes o be or
not.. In addition, as was the case even before the Communists took over,
avery hospitel petient who dies is svailable for obligestory autopsy.

12, Therc are more pecple in Hungarian research today than ever before because
the present Communist regime in Hungary favors research with all possible
means. In addition, research workers enjay a very prominent position in
Hungarian society and are similar in status and salary to "people!s. artists"
and "people's writers". To be assigned to research work is an enviable
position. 1In addition to high salaries, additional funds in the form of
prizes are also available to such individuals., There has been, however,

a distinct decline in the quality of Bungarian research partly due to a

mich deteriorated level of education and partly because the r>lection of
people for botrd medical schools and. research positions has b..n bused
entirely on politics. | |
\ none of the contributors of any

value to Hungarian medical journals are less than 35 years old and[  |the
best production is from people wio had alrcady started in research before
World War II. This does not speak too well for the future of Hungarian
medical research since all good research pegple start being productive

at & much younger age than 35.
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13. There has slvays been a shortage in Hungary of trained: laboratory technicians
and[ o reason| |this situation should have improved under the
50X1-HUM

Communists.

1k, |:|Hungarian medical scientists have access to medical journals 50X1 HUN}

from the USSR, US, Germany, Scandinavia, France acd the UK, in numbers pro-
bably in that order. The university librarles are, of couxse, particularly
well stocked. The largest medical library is the one atjached to the medical
faculty of the University of Budapest and is located at UllBi ut 24-26. It
used to contain the best journal in each medical field from each of the
countries listed above. 4hough foreign journels are noi generally
available in summary in the Hungerian language, practically all researchers,
at least prior to 1947, were able to read them in the original languages
except for Russian which only very few were able to read in spite of the
propaganda to the effect tLat they can. In general, US and Scandinavian
Journals were the most popular.

15. There are o number of medical journals published in Hungary. ’7 )
zpecificelly the following‘
| | 50X1-HUM

N .

a. Orvesok Lapja (Physicien's Journal) This is the official
organ of the Hungarian Physicians’ Trade Uniocn and is pnblished
either vweekly or bi-weekly in the Hungarian language only.

It was started in 1945 und is pure Communist party line.

b. Honvedorvos (Military Physician) This is the official organ
of the Hungarian Army Medical Corps and is a continuation o
& similar publicaticn which wes started a long time before
the Communist takeover, It-is fair in quality and is published {
either monthly or bi-monthly in the Hungarian language only.

¢. Sebészet (Surgery) This Jjournal, which appears either monthly

or bi-monthly, is published [  |the Hungarian Academy. 50X1-HUM
It appears|  |to be pretty good. Although the articles -
themselves are printed in Bungarien, abstracts in French, S50X1-HUM

German, English and Kussian are also furnished.

é. Acta Physiologica Hungarica is published monthly or bti-monthly
in the international languages (French, German, English and

Russian) and does nut even furnish Hungarian sbstracts. ] 50X1-HUM
t is a good Journal.
50X1-HUM
e. Acta Pediatrica Danubians alsc appearing monthly or bi-monthly,
contains arvicles in the international lenguages. It seems

also 10 be pretty good.

f. Acta Medica Hungarica, also appearing monthly or bi-momtbly
and conteining articles in the international langusges, is,
published by the Bungarian Academy and is good. 50X1-HUM-

. g+ Orvosi Hetilap (Medical Weekly) 4is a continuation of &
publication which has been published in Hungary for almost
2 hundred years, It 1s either a-weekly or a bi-weekly and
is the Hungarian equivalent of the US American Medical Association

Journal. .

b. Szemeszet (Ophthalmology) is published monthly or bi-monthly
in Hungorian with sussaries in the mtemtional languages.
It is-only fair. '
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Prior to the Communist tekeover, good medical textbooks in Hungary were
avsilable on all theoretical and clinical subjects. The mcdern ones were
all written in the late 1930's or early 1940's and are, therefore, reason-
ably up to date on clinical maviers. A faizr indicatioa cf thelr quality
is the fact that many of them were translated into German, French, and
English. [ these books are still row [1953] in general
use although copies are undoubtedly getting scarce and very expensive
because no more editions of them have been printed since World Wer II.
The editing of medical textbooks 1s novw a function of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences whereas formerly this work was done either by private
publishing compenies or by the go-called Medical Publishing Company which
was ugiversity controlled. new textbooks are being
prepared by the Acadsmy and these are being written by the same
individuals who wrote the earlier textbooks. It is, therefore, probable
that these are gZood but probably they contain a large smount of politicel
material not present in the earlier books .

Although correspondence between Hungarian scientists and foreign scientists
has been definitely restricted, it has not been completely abolished.

WP |

no profound recent changes in the curriculum of Hungarian medical

schools | ]it is essentially the same as before 1945 except for
the addition of political subjects. Hungary, of course, follows the
gymnasium system rather than the US college system. Students planning to
go into medicine spend two additional years in a gymnagium Tollowed by

six years iu a university includi- “ive years of courses and & year of
rotating internship. The first twu years of tuls latter period include.
only coursecs in the basic sclences, while the next three cover clinical
subjects plus paihology. bacteriology, public health and forensic medicine.
Prior to 1945 about 40 per cent of the Hungarian medicel school graduates
went on to specialize. This procedure was similar to that in the US, 1i.e.
residence at an approved hospital for three to four years before qualifying
as a specialist. i?i::::::::f%::] his situation is probably about the seme
under the Communists.

Prior to the Communist takeover, foreign training wes almost & must for a
Hungarien physician who considered himself well trained. Siu.>~ 1247, hovever,
it has not been possible for Hungarian physicians to receive such foreign
training except, of course, in the USSR and the rumber of physicians
receiving- such training has been very small, perhaps no more than two

dozen or so per yesr. | |one individual[  frecelved such a fellowship.
He was a physiologist and applied to the Hungarian goverament in 1946 for
permission to get post-graduate training in this field in -the UK. His
application was approved except instead of the UK his appointment was set

up for the USSR. Although he certainly did not want to go, he finally
decided that i% was better to do so in order to avoid trouble and he spent
one year to 14 months at the Orbeli Institute in Leningrad.

after his return| |he reported that the conditioms of the Hungarian
students vho made this trip were miserable. They were quartered in barracks
which were badly heated and-badly lighted, They were underfed and were not
paid enough to support themselves ard had to take menial positions to

increase their income.

-end-

SECRET/SECURITY JNFORMATION

Approved for Release 2011/06/30 :

1
50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

!
i

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM




